16481            The Thirty Years   War           169

was established as the foremost of

These results were attained only by years of ex-
haustive strife, and during Richelieu's administration
the contest was carried on with dogged pertinacity,
but with only moderate success. The Cardinal was
sagacious in choosing the wisest policy for France,
but he had not the ability to bring a war to a speedy
and successful termination. If he retained enough
of his early studies to have some taste for the details
of warfare, he manifested no talent for its conduct.
A valetudinarian priest could not be blamed if he
was unskilful in planning campaigns, and directing
the movements of armies, but Richelieu had not a
keen eye to detect military genius in others.

In war as in peace, he was fond of employing the
clergy, and he sometimes considered martial skill in
his ecclesiastical promotions. In recommending a
candidate for the archbishopric of Nancy, he writes,
" He is a g'entleman of learning, well fitted to preach
in the city, and, if need arises, able to protect it."
Cardinal La Valette for some years commanded an
army on the German frontier. The Archbishop of
Bordeaux was admiral of the fleet, the Bishops of
Mende and Nismes took an active part in the siege
of La Rochelle, and these were not the only repre-
sentatives of the church militant in the French serv-
ice. Some of them were fair soldiers, for bishops,
but these Episcopal warriors showed no genius for
warfare, and the Cardinal would have been better
served if he had not asked his clergy to buckle on
armour over their dalmaticas. the views of another, his victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
